CHURCH AND STATE            385

campaign in the Soudan, no fall of Khartoum, no 1876-85.
loss of Gordon.    After all these calamities Mr.
Gladstone's   Government  would   not   have   been
defeated in 1885 but for the private influence of
the ale kings.    What made it most difficult to
govern Ireland in accordance with Irish ideas was
that the richest Irishmen, the brewers of Dublin
and the shipowners of Belfast, were out of harmony
with the mass of their countrymen.    If the landed
interest still maintained a hold upon the House of
Commons, or so far as it did, that was because rich
men always rally to the cause of property.     In
local affairs  it still  exercised real power.     The
magistrates all belonged  to  it,  and magistrates,
besides   administering    the   law,   controlled   the
financial business of the county at Quarter Sessions.
Great as the influence of money might be through
all classes of society, and all walks of life, corrup-
tion was wholly unknown in Parliament or on the
magisterial bench.     The unpaid  servants of the
State, rich or poor, did their duty without fear or
favour, without affection or ill will.    Only in the
London vestries and the  Metropolitan Board of
Works was even jobbery alleged to prevail.    A
poor man might sit on a Private Bill Committee,
and upon his vote might depend the fate of a huge
speculation.    But it was never suggested that he
could be open to any kind of pecuniary induce-
ment.     The difference between a public and a
private Bill may not to a philosopher seem pro-
found.    But the very men who refused to support
Mr. Childers's Budget lest they should offend the
brewers would have been speechless with indigna-
tion at the idea that their votes could be bought
for a railway or a steamship service.

Agricultural depression, though it impoverished
some landowners, and brought many farmers to
bankruptcy, did not directly concern the labouring
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